
Minutes of the 37" Meeting of the Authority held on 09.02.2022 at 03:30 PM through

VC under the Chairmanship of Sh. Karan Avtar Singh, Chairperson PWRDA.

Present: Sh. Sushil Gupta Member & Dr. Surinder Singh Kukal Member.
In attendance: Mr. A S Miglani Secretary, Mr. J K Jain SM A&C, and Mr. Jobanpreet Singh

XEN.

Item 37.01: Regarding Impact Assessment Report.

This item was placed before the Authority as Item No. 36.04 but was deferred. Therefore,

matter is being re-submitted.

In order to ensure sustainable ground water management and for designing and carrying out

of effective Water Conservation Schemes, Impact Assessment studies are required.

1. As the impact of groundwater withdrawal depends on the cumulative abstraction by

various users in surrounding areas, the Impact Assessment/Groundwater modelling

Studies of individual industries/mines, may not reveal the impact of groundwater

withdrawal on hydro geological conditions of the aquifers and may not yield

actionable results for preparation of accurate and beneficial Water Management Plans.

2. Therefore, it is proposed that the Authority shall carry out (through expert agencies)

cluster wise Impact Assessment studies. Priority may be given to study the over

exploited blocks to get a meaningful picture of impact on the hydrogeological regime

of the area.

3. A draft Terms of Reference (TOR) for Impact Assessment studies is attached as

Annexure A2.

Submitted for consideration of the Authority.

Decision: The Terms ofReference need to be re-worked so that they are in a logical
sequence, and each activity and deliverable is clearly described. Amended
TOR be placed in the next meetingfor approval.

Item No 37.02: Revised Budget Estimates for FY 2021-22.

This item was placed before the Authority as Item No. 36.05 but was deferred. Therefore,

matter is being re-submitted.
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Decision: Deferred as expenditure on salary needs further clarifications. Therefore,
this item be reframed andput up as afresh item in the next meeting.
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This item was placed before the Authority as Item No. 36.06 but was deferred. Therefore,

matter is being re-submitted.
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"This item be reframed andput up asfresh item along with revised budget estimates
for the currentfiscal. "
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Decision: Approved.
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The following table items were taken up with the permission of the Chair.

Item No. 37.04: Seeking permission of Election Commission of India for finalization of

Bids regarding hiring of support services for PWRDA.

Consequent upon decision of the Authority in its meeting held on 10/11/2021 in

Agenda item 31.04, the E-Tender for hiring of support services was published on 31/12/2021

in the Punjabi Tribune, Hindustan Times (Chandigarh & Punjab), Punjab Kesari and on the

website of the Authority with the last date for submission ofBids was 21/01/2022.

Elections to Punjab Assembly were announced and Model Code of Conduct was

imposed on 08/01/2022 which will remain in force till the election process is completed i.e.

upto 10" March 2022. As per ECI Manual on Model Code of Conduct March 2019,

Document 21- Edition- I, processing of tender cases should be deferred till the completion of

election process. Since the Directions on Ground Water Extraction are likely to be published

shortly, the Authority will urgently need the support services to assist in the issue of Ground

Water Permission and other work related to the implementation of Directions. Therefore, we

may seek permission of the ECI to allow the Authority to complete the E-Tender process for

support service during the Model Code ofConduct.

The financial bids will be opened after the receipt of permission from Election

Commission.

Decision: Approved.

Item No. 37.05: Resignation by Senior Manager (Legal).

Mr Vijay Singla was selected & appointed for the post of Senior Manager (Legal)
vide PWRDA resolution no. 32.11 on contract basis initially for a period of one year & he
joined on 02/12/2021.The condition no. 8 of this contract is reproduced below:

"You may resign from service by giving a notice of two months or depositing
requisite pay in lieu of the notice period. However, the Authority reserves the right not to
accept your resignation in the event of pending proceedings or for any other reasonable
cause."

Shri. Vijay Singla has given resignation notice on 02/02/2022 stating therein that

"Respectfully submitted that in pursuance of the appointment letter dated
2/12/2021, 1 havejoined the department on the same day as Senior Manager Legal.

As per clause 8 of the appointment letter in case I have to resign two months'
notice is required to be served upon you.

Due to personal reasons I am unable to continue on the post hence, I serve upon
you two months' notice ofmy resignation.

(1/
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You are also requested to accept my resignation on immediate basis subject to
the condition ofexemption ofdepositing oftwo months'pay."

In the Punjab Water Regulation and Development Authority

(Appointment & Service Conditions of Employees) Regulations, 2020 in Regulation 6 (4) it is

provided:

"The Authority may terminate the Services ofany employee engaged on Contract
basis with a notice of two months without assigning any reasons, and the employee may
also terminate the contract by giving a notice of two months, unless the terms ofcontract
provide otherwise.

Decision:-

Placed before the Authority for decision.

Authority approved as under:

a) Resignation ofShri. Vijay Singla Senior Manager (Legal) is accepted
with immediate effect.

b) Notice period of2 months & depositing requisite pay in lieu ofthe notice
period is waived offas there would be no loss to the Authority, rather it
will save two months salary. However, this will not be taken as
precedent.

c) Since, at present no cases are being contested by Authority in any court
of law. Hence there is no immediate requirement of the services of
Senior Manager (Legal). Moreover, Authority has a Legal Executive to
deal with day to day routine legal matters or legal matters which may
arise in nearfuture.

The Meeting ended with a vote of thanks to the Chair.

Chairperson

c\
t 1p3- 2622

-· .. ·Regulationan
Punjab Water . ...,
pevelopment Autho)

Superintendent
Punjab Water Regulation and
DevelopmentAuthority
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