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Minutes of the 36" Meeting of the Authority held on 02.02.2022 at 03:00 PM through

VC under the Chairmanship of Sh. Karan Avtar Singh, Chairperson PWRDA.

Present: Sh. Sushil Gupta Member & Dr. Surinder Singh Kukal Member.
In attendance: Mr. J K Jain SMA&C, Mr. Vijay Singla SM Legal andMr. Jobanpreet Singh

XEN.

Item No. 36.01: Confirmation of the Minutes of 35" Meeting of PWRDA:
The Minutes of 35" meeting held on 27.01.2022 were emailed to all concerned on

31.01.2022. No comments received. May be confirmed.

Decision: Confirmed

Item No. 36.02: Action Taken Report:
ATR on the decisions taken in the 35" meeting of the Authority is as under:

Item No. 35.03: Renewal of Contractual employment of Mr. Som Nath Bhatt,
Manager Accounts.

The contract has been renewed as per the decision of the Authority.

Item No. 35.04: Quarterly account statement for the quarter ending 31 December
2021.

No further action is required.

Item No. 35.05. fe57 15 2020-2021 ? Grant-in-Aid (Salary/Non-Salary) fe?
ea5la20.65U4gu? fadsas3]

Please see item no. 36.06.

Item No. 35. 06: Quarterly information regarding Authority Fund placed in term
deposit/fixed deposit.

Noted for compliance in future.

Sr.No. Payment Payment Amount Timeline

Percentage

1 40% 29.86 lacs Initially

Item 35.07: Development of online integrated solutions by National Informatics
Centre Services Inc. (NICSJ).

Meeting was held with NICSI and NIC, NICSI/NIC have agreed to the

following payment schedule·
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2 40% 29.86 lacs After 3.5 months
3 20% 14.93 lacs After 6.5 months

Total= Rs. 74.65 Lacs

An email confirming this has also been received on 31.01.2022 from Sh. Surjit Singh,

General Manager of NICSI. Accordingly, the first instalment of 40% is being

released.

Item No. 35. 08: Hiring ofMotor Vehicles.

a. The last date for calling technical bids as extended by the Authority has

been uploaded on the Punjab Government e procurement website.

b. The Corrigendum regarding change in terms and conditions will be

uploaded on the Punjab Government e procurement website after approval

ofChairperson.

c. As per decision of the Authority the necessary action has been initiated.

Decision: Noted.

Item No. 36.03: Approval of Punjab Directions for Groundwater Extraction and
Conservation, 2022.

1. In compliance of NGT order dated 20.07.2020 in Original Application No.

176/2015, the Department of Water Resources, River Development & Ganga

Rejuvenation, notified the Guidelines to Regulate and Control Groundwater

Extraction in the country on 24.07.2020 in supersession of its earlier notification

dated the 12.12.2018.

2. In the Preamble and Background of these guidelines, dated 24.09.2020 it has

been mentioned that:

"These guidelines will have pan India applicability. Ground

water abstraction in States/ UTs (which are not regulating ground

water abstraction) shall continue to be regulated by Central Ground

WaterAuthority.

Further, wherever States/ UTs have come out with their own

groundwater abstraction guidelines, which are inconsistent with the

CGWA guidelines, the provisions ofCGWA guidelines will prevail.

However, in case the guidelinesfollowed by such States/ UTs contain

some more stringent provisions than CGA guidelines, such

provisions may also be given effect to by the States/UTsAuthorities in

addition to those contained in the CGWA guidelines. States may be at

liberty to suggest additional conditions/ criteria based on the local

hydro-geological situations which shall be reviewed by
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CGA/Ministry of Jal Shakti, Government of India before

acceptance.'

3. Subsequently an order dated 02.11.2021 on the subject "Compliance conditions

in the No Objection Certificate issued by State I UT Ground Water Authority -

reg." was received from Member Secretary, CGWA.

a. Vide this order CGWA had directed that:

"And whereas Sections 2, 4.1, 4.2 and 4.3 of the said MoJS

Guidelines stipulate Specific compliance conditions lor Drinking &

Domestic use !or Residential apartments/ Group Housing Societies/

Government water supply agencies in urban areas and industrial I

infrastructure I mining projects and Section 9 stipulates the general

compliance conditions for issuance ofNo Objection certificate and

Section 16 provides penal provisions for non-compliance of No

Objection Certificate conditions.

Now therefore, in view ofthe above and in exercise ofthepowers

vested under Section 5 ofthe Environmental (Protection) Act, 1986,

the Authority hereby directs you to provide General as well as

Specific compliance conditions which are mandatory to issue NOCs

for ground water withdrawal by the State I UT Ground Water

Authorities. "

b. Authority vide letter dated 22.11.2021 sought a legal opinion from the

Government regarding implications of this order, presuming it to be an order

of CGWA which has been set up under section-5 of the Environment Act.

The question is whether such an order is binding on the Authority which has

been set up under the statue of state legislature. As per Constitution of India

water is a state subject as per schedule 7 list 2 entry 17.

c. A Legal opinion dated 27.12.2021 from LR Punjab received through AD is

reproduced below:

"The attention ofthe A.D. is invited to theprovisions ofSection 5

of the Environment (Protection) Act. 1986 which is reproduced as

under: 

5. Power to give directions. - Notwithstanding anything

contained in any other law but subject to the provisions ofthis Act, the

Central Government may, in the exercise of its powers and

performance ofitsfunctions under this Act, issue directions in writing

to any person. officer or any authority and such person, officer or

authority shall be bound to comply with such directions.
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Explanation - For avoidance ofdoubts, it is hereby declared that

the power to issue directions under this section includes the power to

direct-

(a) the closure, prohibition or regulation of any industry,
operation orprocess: or

(b) stoppage or regulation ofthe supply ofelectricity or water

or any other service.

The perusal of aforesaid provisions of the Environment

(Protection) Act, 1986 reveals that the Central Government may issue

directions in writing to any person, officer or any authority and such

person, officer or authority shall be bound to comply with such

directions. It is therefore, advised to the A.D. that the Punjab Water

Regulation and Development Authority is bound to comply with the

directions given by the Central Government vide order dated

02.11.2021"

4. In the meanwhile, another order entitled "Directions under Section 5 of

Environment (Protection) Act, '1986 regarding mandatory requirement ofImpact

Assessment Report I Comprehensive Hydrogeological Reportfor issuance ofNo

Objection Certificate for ground water withdrawal by State I UT Ground Water

Authority" dated 23.11.2021 was received from CGWA directing that:

"J. The No Objection Certificate for ground water withdrawal

shall not be issued to the Project Proponents without the mandatory

submission of impact Assessment Report I Comprehensive

Hydrogeological Report, as the case may be, ofthe proposedproject.

The format of impact Assessment Report and Comprehensive

Hydrogeological Report are available on the official web-portal of

CGWA.

2. The impact Assessment Report I Comprehensive

Hydrogeological Report shall be prepared by such consultant I

hydrogeologist accredited by Rajiv Gandhi National Ground Water

Training institute and Research institute (RGNGWTRI) and such

Ground Water consultant organizations accredited by National

Accreditation BoardforEducation and Training (NABET). The list of

accredited individual's /institution's is available on the official web

portal ofCGWA.

3. The State I UT Ground Water Authorities shall constitute an

Expert Committee of Members with suitable qualifications and

experience, for the evaluation of impact Assessment Report I
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Comprehensive Hydrogeological Report (prepared by accredited

individual I organization) submitted by the project proponent, and

only afier needjiil appraisal I examination of such reports by the

Committee, the No Objection Certificatefor ground water withdrawal

shall be issued to the Projectproponent.

4. Necessary action in this regardmay be taken by the State I UT

Ground Water Authority and Action Taken Report may be submitted

to this office within 3 months."

5. Status of Draft Punjab Directions for Groundwater Extraction and Conservation:

a. In the meeting dated 30.09.2021, the Authority approved the Draft Punjab

Directions for Groundwater Extraction and Conservation, 2021 with some

modifications. The Authority also authorized the Chairman to suitably

modify the Directions before their publication to include the comments of the

Government regarding the data on Dynamic Groundwater Resources of

Punjab and make other changes where required.

b. During subsequent discussions of the Authority, few more changes were

suggested in these Directions and the same have now been incorporated in the

Draft. The revised Draft Directions 2022 have already been emailed to the

Chairperson andMembers on 31.01.2022. (Attached as Annexure A-1)

6. Taking into consideration the above facts, the matter is placed before the

Authority for consideration.

Decision: The Authority decided as under:

a. The State Government be informed that the Authority has looked into the

provisions of CGWA Guidelines and has taken appropriate action in

accordance with the provisions of The Punjab Water Resources

(Management and Regulation) Act 2020. The comments ofthe Authority as

per Annexure Ml on CGWA Guidelines vis-a-vis provisions made in Punjab

Directions for Groundwater Extraction and Conservation 2022, be sent

along with this letter.

b. Authority approved the Punjab Directions for Groundwater Extraction and

Conservation, 2022 with some further changes in view CGWA letter dated

02.11.2021 and 23.11.2021. Approved Directions are attached as Annexure

M2.
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c. Authority directed the Secretary to publish these Directions in the official

gazette ofthe State after seekingpermission from the Election Commission

ofIndia (ChiefElectoral Officer, Punjab).

d. Afterpublication ofthe Directions 2022, a copy ofthese be sent to CGWA in

response to their letters dated 02.11.2021 and 23.11.021.

Item No. 36.04: Agency for formulation of Impact Assessment Report.

1. In order to ensure sustainable ground water management and for designing and

carrying out of effective Water Conservation Schemes, Impact Assessment studies are

required.

2. As the impact of groundwater withdrawal depends on the cumulative abstraction by

various users in surrounding areas; the Impact Assessment/Groundwater modelling

Studies of individual industries/mines, may not reveal the impact of groundwater

withdrawal on hydro geological conditions of the aquifers and may not yield

actionable results for preparation of accurate and beneficial Water Management Plans.

3. Therefore, it is proposed that the Authority shall carry out (through expert agencies)

cluster wise Impact Assessment studies. Priority may be given to study the over

exploited blocks to get a meaningful picture of impact on the hydrogeological regime

of the area.

4. A draft Terms of Reference (TOR) for Impact Assessment studies is attached as
Annexure A2.

Submitted for consideration of the Authority.

Decision:

Item No 36.05:

Deferred.

Revised Budget Estimates for FY 2021-22.

fl3 fear+@t ref3 fr3t 07.12.2021 (Annexure A-5), HT6lj

fl3l1 2021-22 free# re fsraau Haar3 3nrrh

2. is aaa, fe3 feral e is3 fr31 25.03.2021 (Annexure A-6) aft

tar@l fl3l HU 2021-22 ears araz f@s s-lat ie wit5 451.004 nu wr3
:::: -

srs 2sat iewj5 200.00uu er sz1,a 4l3 1hlfmR #sit jewrit5- ::::
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162.75 '51::f ~ o'o~ lie ))fmo 120.00 '51::f gt.re "it.~.B". 3Graa6 ui3
1')j""E!1cl"a" t aor l::fS" WB~ oTE cJol

3. R3t WE 20 21- 2 2 t }Tit Brrc~~ FfH R3t WE 20 20- 21 e 't\rnE

l:@tj ~ ~ R3t WE 2021- 2 2 e l.f@E 6~~~ 't\rnE~ °d~~ 6

1rlfsr pars d zr rise3uua 3 fgef!+3 ire FORM BM-2 fts

Hdo!'dfrRr3, f Annexure A-7 3r3
::::

4. ~lie~ Hdo!'d ~~ 70~~~R"H3" 2

~a~e~ d R3t WE 2021-22 ~451.00 m~ t1" Brrc t1"~

o!d~• ~~ fdrw m, l.ld_g 't\rnE RB~~ N 3cl"7)~~Brrc 3' l::fdt3T

viz )fer a
5. fc3tWE 20 21- 2 2 -&-1?> ltffirr 1-ft~~~ 3~ -&-1?> l::fdt3T

4eos s#re 3izdUlises h

6 . BM - Z ~HWE Z OZ 1- 22 t l.ffcJ""5 6~ t1"~ "l::fdt:IT, 3 1. 1 Z . Z OZ 1

"3af t1" 't\rnE "!::@BT, ~ ~~ WE t1" HB, ~3 l:fd"B'• edH' ~~ farh
7. ~ 1EcJ em:1&1a1 ~ fq,~ a P-l3t 29_11.2021 *~~RB::::

~ )f3T ?>ao 32.08~ 'r)J'2c'Hdfi-fr-l F,=fffi l.fR 18~ 3cl"7)~~

l.f1-B ~ "fl"6" 1 ey~a r0ls au8l, 2022 3a l 3ura a fa paid month,

March, 2022 d2ail, mint risrz3 4a 3 fewer Annexure A-7 f? am 2afe
or ls8t ie jls da isrz3 ua etHf4Jl
8. full 1-ft 't)f(TTo Wd l:@tj ~ ~ ~ fcit WE -&-1?> orE 17 9. 16. m ol-lE

:::: - -
4a)lrisrz a
9. full ~. H WE 2021-22~ ltffiJt Ht 't)f(TTo 271.84 "8l::f ~~

satBM2 fee fer? are cl"6"1

10. o'o-~ lie~~ WE 2021-22 Hdo!'d 3' 200.00 "8l::f ~ t1"

srrz 1or3 fer h fe i fl6 H5 2021-22 t3 risrz34af 2re
Annexure A-7 °d cl"6",f 43fra Hat sz rrlza d l rises h1 fe f.t3t
WE ears@t gtat Has3aa el 371el al h1

11.

Decision:

fera fi3ha

Deferred.
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Item No. 36.06:ffi3l' WH' 2020-2021 -el' Grant-In-Aid (Salary/non-salary)~l\l~'iladl

oqlf 20.65~~~c@o l:l"al

'This item be reframedandput up as fresh item along with revised budget estimates

for the current fiscal. "

2. Hdo!'d -e- l.f3o i>: 1/131593/2021 fi.Bt 15.01.2021 (Annexure A-3)~

~ RTE 2020-21 Ea~~~ 71.00 m~~ o'?5"-~~ 51.85

ul at qrs )et rt
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~-arm 11.07 ~ o'?5" ~ Ht~ -arm 9.58 m~ I fi:cJ" oqrf~3' lf1B
l.f3o fi.Bt 15.12.2021 (Annexure A-4)~cfffic ~ Major Head-0702, Sub Major

Head-02-Minor Head-80~-Sub-Head-85-Detailed Head-00) RB nlf o!d~•el rl"'E" ~I

5. l H Ur Haar 3 ?st fe rjl6 451.00unu t srrz zle= -

qr3 )et3ffeju162.75uusar arr arrfr f&stmfr

iewflszufr@tat r5l

6. t31"E H1m RTE~ Hdo!1d "3 o'?)-~~~ 200.00 m~ a~= -

~lf1B ~ ~ ft:n=r-e-~ 120.00 m 3u3ar aare are J5 r3 80.0o m
u sar arel 3l.3t.@ 4jut fesraad ff4 far 3 200.00 4gr
fNl° Ht~ 3 1.03.2022 3a rife34afr arel J5l

7. fNl" Ea l.f;=fTEf Hao! 1 a 3' l.f1B dlcPc -€n-~ a ))J l!:~d31 -arm, Hdo(1d ~~

oITd~~~ R,t)fT rP"? rTT"I
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8. foe•ao l'}fd~fuill:f~1

Decision: Deferred.

Meeting ended with a vote of thanks to the Chair.
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]»os2>
Superfnre~nt
PunjabWater Regulation•and
Oevelopment Authority ·

Cza

~

Secretary

PunjabWatef' Regulation and
Development Authority
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